
 
CHS Kosmos workshop on 3/25/22 

Comparing translations of the proem of Herodotus’ Histories 
 

 
* Please read the following translations of the Proem of Herodotus’ Histories as preparation for the 
workshop on 3/25/22 
 
Ἡροδότου Ἁλικαρνησσέος ἱστορίης ἀπόδεξις ἥδε, ὡς μήτε τὰ γενόμενα ἐξ ἀνθρώπων τῷ χρόνῳ 
ἐξίτηλα γένηται, μήτε ἔργα μεγάλα τε καὶ θωμαστά, τὰ μὲν Ἕλλησι τὰ δὲ βαρβάροισι ἀποδεχθέντα, 
ἀκλεᾶ γένηται, τά τε ἄλλα καὶ δι᾿ ἣν αἰτίην ἐπολέμησαν ἀλλήλοισι. 
 
Hērodotou Halikarnesseos historiēs apodeixis hēde, hōs mēte ta genomena ex anthrōpōn tō crhonō 
exitēla genētai, mēte erga megala te kai thōmasta, ta men Hellēsi ta de barbaroisi apodechthenta, 
aklea genētai, ta te alla kai di’hēn aitiēn epolemēsan allēloisi.  
 
1. J. Enoch Powell (Oxford University Press, 1949) 
This is the report of that which Herodotus of Halicarnassus hath sought out, that the things wrought of 
men be not blotted out by time, neither works great and marvellous performed of Greeks and barbarians 
be without fame. And first shall be told for what cause they warred one with another. (Powell 1949 
(vol. 1): 1) 
 
 
2. Aubrey De Sélincourt (Penguin, 1954) 
In this book, the result of my inquiries into history, I hope to do two things: to preserve the memory of 
the past by putting on record the astonishing achievements both of our own and of the Asiatic peoples; 
secondly, and more particularly, to show how these two races came into conflict. (De Sélincourt 1954: 
13) 
 
 
3b. Aubrey De Sélincourt (Penguin Classics, revised with a new introduction by A.R. Burn in 
1972) 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus, his Researches are here set down to preserve the memory of the past by 
putting on record the astonishing achievement both of our own and of other peoples; and more 
particularly, to show how they came into conflict. (De Sélincourt, rev. Burn 1972: 41) 
 
 
3c. Aubrey De Sélincourt’s (Penguin Classics, revised edition edited by John Marincola, 1996) 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus here displays his inquiry, so that human achievements may not be forgotten 
in time, and great and marvellous deeds—some displayed by Greeks, some by barbarians—may not 
be without their glory; and especially to show why the two peoples fought with each other. (De 
Sélincourt, rev. Marincola 1996: 3) 
 
 
4. David Grene (Chicago University Press, 1987) 
I, Herodotus of Halicarnassus, am here setting forth my history, that time may not draw the color from 
what man has brought into being, nor those great and wonderful deeds, manifested by both Greeks and 
barbarians, fail of their report, and, together with all this, the reason why they fought one another. 



 
 
5. Robin Waterfield (Oxford World Classics, 1998) 
Here are presented the results of the enquiry carried out by Herodotus of Halicarnassus. The purpose 
is to prevent the traces of human events from being erased by time, and to preserve the fame of the 
important and remarkable achievements produced by both Greeks and non-Greeks; among the matters 
covered is, in particular, the course of the hostilities between Greeks and non-Greek.  
 
 
6. Andrea L. Purvis (The Landmark Herodotus, Pantheon Books, 2007) 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus here presents his research so that human events do not fade with time. May 
the great and wonderful deeds—some brought forth by the Hellenes, others by the barbarians—not go 
unsung; as well as the causes that led them to make war on each other. 
 
 
7. Pamela Mensch (Hackett Publishing Company, 2014) 
Here is the showing-forth of the inquiry of Herodotus of Halicarnassus, so that neither what human 
beings have done might disappear in time, nor the deeds great and admirable, partly shown forth by 
Greeks, and partly by the barbarians, might be without fame—an inquiry that shows forth both other 
things and through what cause they fought against one another.  
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