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Metus hostilis and fear appeals in 4th c. BCE rhetoric

[1] Arist. Rhet. 1382a21-22 &6t o1 6 pofog
MmN 11 7 Tapayn €K eovTaciog HEAAOVTOG KoKoD
@BapTIKOD Tj AvTINPOD: OV YOp TAVTA T KAK
poPodvra, olov &i Eotar dducog fj Ppadvg, GAN’
60 AOmag peyaiag 1 eBopag dvvotat, Kol tadta
€0V [T TOPP®

GAAL oVVEYYLC QaiviTon BoTE LEALELY. TA YOP
TOpp® 6POHSpa 00 PoPodvral: icaot yap mhvieg
Ot amoBavodvral, GAA" GTL 00K €YYDG, OVOEV
opovtilovoy.

[2] Arist. Rhet. ovk ofovtan 8¢ mabeilv v odte
ot &v eutuylong peydroig Ovieg Kai S0KODVTEG
(610 VPprotal kai OAiywpot kol Opaceic, molel
0€ T010VTOVE TAODTOG 1GY VS TOALPIALL
dvvapig), ovte ol H1on memovOEval Tavta
vopifovteg T deval Kai Ameyuypévol Tpog To
puéALov, domep ol dmoTvopmoviLOpEVoL 1on:
GALQ O€T Tva, EATid0 VTTETVaL cOTNPiag, TEPL
00 dyovidoty. onueiov 84: 0 yap eOPoc
BovAevuTikolg motel, Kaitol ovdelg PovieheTon
epl TOV AveATIoTOV: HOTE JET TOLOVTOVG
napackevdlety, dtav i BEATIov TO poPeicOon
avtovg, 611 To10dTol gicty olov madelv (kai yap
dAlot peilovg Emabov), kal Tovg T010HTOVG
dekvival moyovtag | menovhoTac, Kai VIO
T0100TOV DY’ OV 00K (PovTo, Kol TodTa & Ko
t61E OTE OVK HOVTO.

[3] Thuc. 2.40 [2] pubvot yap tOV T€ UndEV TddVOE
UETEYOVTA OVK Gmpdypova, GAL™ dypeiov
vopifopev, kol ol avTol 1ol Kpivouév ye 1
gvBupovueba 0pOdG Ta TPdyHoTa, 00 TOVS AOYOUG
101G €pyors PAGPNV Nyodpevol, ARG pn)
wpoddaydiival pdArov Aoy TtpdTepov 1 ml G Oel
Epym EADelv. [3] dapepOVTOG Yap O1) Kol T0dE
Eyouev doTe TOAUAY T€ 0l adTOl PAAloTo Kol mepl
oV énryeipicopey éxhoyilesOar: O Toig ANOIG
apadio pev Opdoog, Aoylopog 68 dxvov QépeL.
KPATIoTOL &’ v TNV Yoynv dikaing kpieiey ol Td
T€ OEva, Kol 11060 GOPESTATA YIYVAOGKOVTES Kol
St tadTo PN AmoTPETOUEVOL €K TV KIVODVOV.

[4] Dem. Third Phil. [Kata ®ikinrmov I'] 9.29-30
énel, 6TL Yy’ domep mePiodog T katafoir TupeTod f
GAAOL TIVOC KOKOD KOl T@ TAVL TOPpP® S0KoDVTL
VOV AQPECTAVAL TPOGEPYETAL, OVIELG GYVOETL.

Let fear be defined as a painful or troubled feeling
caused by the impression of an imminent evil that
causes destruction or pain; for men do not fear all
evils, for instance, becoming unjust or slow-
witted, but only such as involve great pain or
destruction, and only if they appear to be not far
off but near at hand and threatening, for men do
not fear things that are very remote; all know that
they have to die, but as death is not near at hand,
they are indifferent.

Those experiencing, and thinking they
experience, great good fortune do not think
they might suffer. Therefore, they are insolent
and belittlers and rash (wealth, strength and an
abundance of friends makes them so); nor are
those afraid who think they have already
suffered all dreadful things possible and have
become coldly indifferent to the future, like
those actually being done to death. For fear to
continue there must be some hope of being
saved from the cause of the agony. And there
is a sign of this: fear makes people inclined to
deliberation, while noone deliberates about
hopeless things. The result is that whenever it
is better for a speaker’s case that the members
of the audience experience fear, he should
make them realize that they are liable to
suffering.

“We, Athenians, in our persons, take our decisions
on policy and submit them to proper discussion.
The worst thing is to rush into action before
consequences have been properly debated. And
this is another point where we differ from other
people. [3] We are capable at the same time of
taking risks and assessing them beforehand.
Others are brave out of ignorance; and when they
stop to think, they begin to fear. But the man who
can most truly be accounted brave is he who best
knows the meaning of what is sweet in life, and
what is terrible, and he then goes out undeterred to
meet what is to come”.

“For that Philip, like the recurrence or attack of
fever or some other disease, is threatening even
those who think themselves out of reach, of that
none of you are ignorant.”


mailto:mxanthou@chs.harvard.ed

f
1 ~
CENTER FOR

Dr. Maria E. G. Xanthou, FHEA
mxanthou@chs.harvard.ed

ﬂ HELLENIC STUDIES

~— HARVARD UNIVERSITY

[5] Dem. Third Phil. 63-64 ti odv mot’ aitiov,
Bavpdler” iowg, 10 Kai Tovg OAlvvBiovg Kai TOLG
"Epetpiéog kai Tovg Qpeitag 1810v mpog Tovg
vrep Ouhinmov Aéyovrog Exewv 1) TOLC VITEP ADTDV;
Omep kol wap’ vUlv, 611 Toig UEV VITEP TOD
PektioTov Aéyovoty 0vde Poviopévolg Evecty
EvioTe TPOG YAPLY OVOEV EIMELV: TA YOP TPAYUAT
(’xvdym] oKOTEWV Omw¢ cmbnoeTal: o1 6™ &v adTOig
OLQ xapt@ovrou DT GLUUTPATTOVGLY. ... Ol UEV
8o’ oig yoprodvol, Tadt Eleyov, oi &’ &€ v
gueAlov cwbnoecsOat.

[6] Isoc. Ph. 75 tadta pAvapodvieg Kol pAcKOVTEG
axpiPdg eidévar, kol TayEmg dravtao 1@ Aoy
KOTAGTPEPOLLEVOL, TOALOVS TteiBoVaL, Kol paMoTa
HEV TOVG TV adTdV Kak®V mdupodviog Gv mep
01 AOYOTTO100VTES, EMELTO KO TOVG OVOEVE AOYIGU®D
YPOUEVOVG VTLEP TAV KOWVDV, ALY TOVTATAGTY
Voot TOS SKEWEVOVG Kol TOAATY XApLv
EYOVTOG TOIg VTEP AOTAV @ofcicOat Kal dediévar
TPOGTOLOVUEVOLS, £TL O& TOVG OVK
amodokipudlovrag To dokelv EmPoviedely o€ T01g
“EAAnowv, dAha v aitiov tavtnv aiov Embopiog
givau vopilovtog.

[7] Dem. Third Phil. 33 kai tov atov TpdTOV
domnep Vv yahalav Euorye dokodoty Bempeiv,
gvyopevoL un kad’ eavtovg Ekaotol yevéahar,
KOAVEWY & 0VOELC EMyelpdv.

[8] Dem. Third Phil. 36-37 ov yap Gvev Adyov
kai Sucaiag aitiog obte 160 obtwg elyov
ETOIN®G TTPOC 8%81)98;)1(1\/ ot Ekknvsg obte ViV
1pOC 1O SovAevEY. v TLTOT, NV, O EVIpeC
ABnvaiot, &v taig T@V TOAAGV dlavoialg, 6 viv
ovk &oTv, 0 kal tod [lepo®dv ékpdnoe
mhovTov Koi EAevdépav fye v EALGSa kol
obte vavpayiog ovte meliig uayne ovdeIdg
Nttdto, viv 8’ AmolmAOg GrovTa AeADpovToL
Kol v Kol kGt menoinke Ta 1@V EAAvaov
npérypato. [37] Ti odv fv T0D10; 0VSEY
TOIKIAOV 0VOE GOPOV, GAL™ &TL TOVG Tapd TAOV
apyewv povrouévav fj dagbeipev v EALGSa
xpuoTa Aappavovtog drovteg Epicovy, Kol
yodemdToTov v 10 Swpodokodvt’ Eheyydijvar,
Kol Tipopig peyiotn todtov ékoralov, Kol
napoitnoig ovdept’ v 00dE Guyyvdun.
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“Perhaps you wonder why the people of Olynthus
and Eretria and Oreus were more favorably
inclined to Philip’s advocates than their own. The
explanation is the same as at Athens, that the
patriots, however much they desire it, cannot
sometimes say anything agreeable, for they are
obliged to consider the safety of the state; but the
others by their very effors to be agreeable are
playing into Philip’s hands ... It is the same tale
everywhere, one party speaking to please their
audience, the other giving advice that would have
ensured their safety.”

By speaking this rubbish, by pretending to have
exact knowledge and by speedily effecting in
words the overthrow of the whole world, they are
convincing many people. They convince, most of
all, those who hunger for the same calamities as do
the speech-makers; next, those who exercise no
judgement about their common welfare, but,
utterly obtuse in their own perceptions, are very
grateful to men who pretend to feel alarm and
fear in their behalf; and lastly, those who do not
deny that you appear to be plotting against the
Hellenes, but are of the opinion that the purpose
with which you are charged is a worthy ambition.

“They seem to watch him just as they would
watch a hailstorm, each praying that it may not
come their way, but none making any effort to
stay its course”.

“For not without reason, not without just cause,
the Greeks of old were as eager for freedom as
their descendants today are for slavery. There was
something, men of Athens, something which
animated the mass of the Greeks but which is
lacking now, something which triumphed over the
wealth of Persia, which upheld the liberties of
Hellas, which never lost a single battle by sea or
land, something the decay of which has ruined
everything and brought our affairs to a state of
chaos. And what was that? 9.37[It was nothing
recondite or subtle, but simply that] men who
took bribes from those who wished to rule Greece
or ruin her, were hated by all, and it was the
greatest calamity to be convicted of receiving a
bribe, and such a man was punished with the
utmost severity [and no intercession, no pardon
was allowed].”
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[9] Isoc. Archid. 107 &6t 8" amlodV 10 KOADS
BovAevcacHot mepl TOVT®V. v HEV Yap E0EAmuEY
amoBvnokew LIEP TAOV dKaimv. 00 POvoV
€VOOKIUNCOUEY, AAAD Kol TOV EmiAomOoV YpOVOV
dopaldg v E€éoton (ijv: €l 6¢ pofinoouclao
TOVG KIvOUvoug, €1 TOALUG TOPOYOGC
KOTOOTNCOUEY NUAG oDTOVG.

[10] Dem. Third Phil. 20 Bobiopot 8 gimelv Tpog
vudic &€ OV umEp TdV Tpoyudtev obtm pofodual,
v, el uev opbdg Aoyilopat, petdoynte TV
AOYIoUAY KOl TPOVOLAY TV DUGV ¥ o0T@Y, ...

[11] Dem. Third Phil. 67-68 popio koi kokio o
ol T’ EAmilev, kol Kok®dG Bovievopuévoug Kol
1MS&v GV TpootKel TOlETY £0EA0VTOG, AL TV
VIEP TAOV EYOPAV AeYOVTOV AKPOMUEVOUG,
AKOOTNV Nyeicbon TOAY oikelv 0 péyebog dote
<undév>, umd’ dv otiodV 1, Sevov meicesbon. ...
TOAL” v gimelv Exotev OAOVOI01 ViV, 6 TOT €l
TPOEIOOVTO, OVK OV ATOAOVTO.

[12] Dem. Third Phil. 75 €i 6" 6 BoOieton {ntdv
£kaoTog Kabedeltar, Kol dTmg undsv adToOg TOMGEL
OKOT®V, TPAOTOV LEV 0VOE UNTTo0” €VPTM TOVG
TOMooVTOG, Enetta 0660ty  dmmg pun Tave” au’ 66°
00 PovAdpeda TOLETV MUV AVAYKT YEVIOETAL.

Isoc. Ant. 121-122 ¢mi 101¢ £xopuévolg dtkaimg
av Tig aOTOV €Tt HOAAOV EmavETELEY. OpAV
YOp VUG TOOVTOVS HOVOLG Gvdpag vouilovtag,
TOVG GTELLOVVTOG Kol TOVG EKQOfovvTag TOGC
dALoc TOAELS Kol TOVG del TL vewtepilovTag év
TO1G GLUUAYO1S, OVK EmnkorovONce TalS
VUETEPOLS YVAOROLG, 00O NPoVANON PAdTTOV
TNV TOALY €VOOKIUETY, AAAG TODT  EPLAOGOPEL
Kol ToDT” Empattey, OTMG UNdEUio TAV TOAE®V
avToVv eopncetar vV EAAvidwv, GALY
nacatl 0appneovst TANV TOV ASIKOVCGMV.
[122] fimictato yap tog Te dedidTag ATt
ueodaot 6t” od¢ v TobTo TEMOVOOTEG
TOYYAVOGL, THY TE TOAV O10 LEV TNV QIATAY
TNV TOV GALOV EDJULUOVESTATNV Kol peyioTnV
YeEVOUEVT Y, O1d € TO PHI00G LKPOV
amoAmodoay Tod UN| Toig E6YATALS GLUPOPAIS
TEPUEGETY. OV EVOVLOVUEVOC TH HEV SUVAEL
M) TH¢S TOAEWG TOVG TOAELIOVG KATEGTPEPETO,
@ 0" 10l T® avTod TNV bvolay TNV TAV
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Now it is a simple matter to reach a wise decision
on this question. For if we are willing to die for our
just rights, not only shall we gain renown, but in
time to come we shall be able to live securely; but
if we show that we are afraid of danger, we shall
plunge ourselves into endless confusion.

“I wish to tell you the grounds for my alarm about
our condition, so that if my reasoning is sound,
you may adopt it as your own and take
forethought for yourselves, ...”

“It is folly and cowardice to cherish such hopes, to
follow ill counsel and refuse to perform any
fraction of your duties, to lend an ear to the
advocates of the enemies and imagine that your
city is so great that no conceivable danger can
befall it. ... Many things could be named by the
Olynthians today, which could have saved them
from destruction if only they had foreseen them.”

But if every man sits idle, consulting his own
pleasure and careful to avoid his own duty, not
only will he find no one to do it for him, but | fear
that those duties that we wish to shirk may all be
forced upon us at once.

But the facts which I now give entitle him to
even greater praise. For although he saw that
you respected only the kind of generals who
threatened and tried to terrify the other cities
and were always for setting up some
revolution or other among your allies, he did
not fall in with your prejudices, nor was he
willing to enhance his own reputation to the
injury of Athens; on the contrary, he made it
the object of his thought and of his actions to
see to it that no one of the cities of Hellas
should be afraid of him, but that all should feel
secure excepting those which did wrong. [122]
for he realized that men who are afraid (tovg
te 0e010t0G) hate (Luocodot) those who inspire
this feeling in them, and that it was due to the
friendship of the other cities that Athens rose
to great power and prosperity, just as it was
due to their hatred (10 picog) that she barely
escaped the most disastrous fate. Bearing in
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dAlwv Tpoonyeto, vouilmwv todto otpatiynua  mind these facts, he used the power of Athens

peiCov elvar kol kKGAAOV | TOAAIG TOAEIG in order to subdue her enemies, and the force

EAETV Kal TOALAKIG VIKT|GO Lo OEVOG. of his own character (1@ 6" §j0e1 T® ovtod) IN
order to win the goodwill (eunoia) of the rest
of the world, believing that this is a greater and
nobler kind of generalship than to conquer
many cities many times in battle.

[13] Isoc. On the Peace 138 fjv te yap 66En tdV For if the foremost states resolve to abstain from

TOLE®V TG TPogYoVoUG Anéyecdat TdV acts of oppression, we shall have the credit for this
adicnuatov, nueig tovtev Tdv dyabdv v aitiov  blessing; but if, on the other hand, they attempt to
gEopev: fiv T’ Emyelp®ov AdIKELY, £ MG oppress others, then all who fear them and suffer
Gimavteg of dedidTes Kol KOKMDG TAGYOVTES evil at their hands will come to us for refuge, with
KoTapev&ovtatl, ToAAG IKETEING Kol dENOELS many prayers and supplications, offering us not

mo1ovueVoL, Kol 8160vTeg o0 pdvov v fiyepoviav  only the hegemony but their own support.
GALG Kol 6QAG aOTOVC.
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