Handout | Theognis, earwax and the

end of the Lelantine War

1. Thucydides 1.15.3
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At the most, in the once-upon-a-time war between the Chalcidians and Eretrians, the rest of the
Greeks also separated into alliances with one or the other party.

2. Strabo 10.3.6
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Archemachus the Euboean says that the Curetes settled at Chalcis, but since they were
continually at war for the Lelantine Plain and the enemy would catch them by the front hair and
drag them down, they let their hair grow long behind but cut short the part in front, and because
of this they were called “Curetes,” from the cut of their hair...
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For they say that the Euboean city Chalcis once blossomed with spears and a multitude of four-
horse chariots. But others say that it is not the city but the heroine Chalcis who is talked about.
For they say that Combe, who was called Chalcis because she created bronze arms and armor,
became the mother of a hundred children, after having been the first woman to live with a man,
as record those who write about the Euboean affairs, and Aristus the Salaminian.

4. Archilochus fr. 3 West
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deomotan EvPoing dovpucivroi.

Not many bows will be stretched, neither slings

plentiful, when Ares joins the throng

in the plain. It will be the grievous work of the swords.

For of this mode of fighting those ones (keinoi)are masters,

the lords of Euboea famed for their spears.

5. Strabo 10.1.12
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Now in general these cities were in accord with one another, and when differences arose
concerning the Lelantine plain they did not so completely break off relations as to wage their
wars in all respects according to the will of each, but they came to an agreement as to the
conditions under which they were to conduct the fight. This fact, among others, is disclosed by a
certain pillar in the Amarynthium, which forbids the use of the long-distance missiles.

! dapoveg is Fick’s correction; manuscripts have danpoveg and daipovec,
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Eiprivn xai miodtog &xot Ty, d@pa pet' GAA®Y
kopdlotut kakod ' 00K EpapLot TOAELOL.

Mnd& AMinv kfpvkog &v' ovg &xe paxpd Bodvtoc:
0V YOp TaTPMLOG YTG TEPL popvapeda.

GAL' aioypOV TOPEOVTO KOl OKLTO®V EMPAVTOL
oV pun Todepov Sakpvoevt' EG10€lv.

Of pot avaiking: amo uev Knpivbog dSAwAev,
AnAavtov o' ayabov keipetat oivomedov:

o1 &' dyafol Pedyovst, TOAY dE KOKOL SIETOVGLY.

¢ oM KoyeMddv Zevg 0Aéoete Yévog.

May Peace and Wealth attend the city, so that with others

I may enjoy a revel. | do not lust after evil war.

And don’t exceedingly give ear to the loud cry of the herald,

for we are not fighting for the land of our fathers.

But it would be shameful, being present, not to mount swift-footed
horses and look the dolorous war in the face.

Ah the impotence. Cerinthus is laid waste,

The good Lelantine vine plain is being shorn.

The good ones flee, the bad ones manage the city.

May Zeus destroy the race of the Cypselids!



7. Herodotus 5.75
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When the armies were about to join battle, the Corinthians, coming to the conclusion that they
were acting wrongly, changed their minds and departed. Later Demaratus son of Ariston, the
other king of Sparta, did likewise, despite the fact that he had come with Cleomenes from
Lacedaemon in joint command of the army and had not till now been at variance with him. [...]
So now at Eleusis, when the rest of the allies saw that the Lacedaemonian kings were not of one
mind and that the Corinthians had left their host, they too went off.



