Using the Chicago Homer to Track Phrases

One of the tools available online to help with word studies is the Chicago Homer. This document covers
how to track repeated phrases. Many of these phrases represent formulae that would have been used in
the composition/performance of oral poetry.

What is the Chicago Homer?

The site describes itself as “a multilingual database that uses the search and display capabilities of
electronic texts to make the distinctive features of Early Greek epic accessible to readers with and
without Greek.”

Texts available are:

o Iliad
e Odyssey
e  Theogony

e  Works & Days
e Shield of Herakles
e Homeric Hymns

If you do not know any Greek, or very little, you might find the line-by-line translations useful. Please
note, however, that these translations are under copyright so these notes will cite only very short
passages.

Types of Investigation
Amongst other things, you can use Chicago Homer to:

e Browse for particular passages in a given text: (see pt 1)
e Compare and investigate Greek terms (see pt 2)

e Search for phrases: (this guide)

e Carry out searches for related words (see pt 4):

e Perform detailed searches (see pt 5)

Please see the other guides in this series for more details. There is also a video demonstration on Hour
25: http://hour25.heroesx.chs.harvard.edu/?p=9128
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http://dev.kosmossociety.org/?p=9128

Tracking Phrases: Summary of Steps
1. Identify the phrase in a line of text.
2. Click on the small number that demarcates the phrase.
3. Click on the links to the additional passages.

Tracking Phrases: Worked Example
If you do not already have the Chicago Homer open, follow this link, then click ENTER:
http://digital.library.northwestern.edu/homer/

Retrieve Book 5, line 771 of Iliad, (as detailed in pt1).

In this example, you will find a list of passages that include the phrase &ni oivora névrov [epi oinopa
ponton, ‘on the wine-faced sea’].

1. Look carefully at the lines of text, and notice there are superscript numbers and square
brackets. They mark out specific words and phrases.
In this example, look at the end of line 771:
B¢ Moivora wévrov,
There are two interlocked phrases, 14 and 13:
13 ¢mi oivoma mévTov

zr 3 - - 12 = s -
IL.E771  TREVOS EY TKOTLT, AEVTTOV 13 ZITl [liﬂl\'ﬂrfﬂ ID\'TD\':]'J]IJ']

s his eves, who sits in his evrie gazing on the wine-blue water,

14 oivorma TOvTOV

s fjpevog &v okomiiy, hevocov MHami M

1iL.:7  his eves, who sits in his evrie gazing on the wine-blue water,

oivora wovroy, 14

2. Click the link on the number 13.
A list of passages is displayed:
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| “| The Chicago Homer - Google Chrome EIEI&J

[4 digital.library.northwestern.edu/homer/html/application htm
CORRECTIONS

QUERY FORM WORD LIST CONCORDANCE REPETITIONS

The 2 variants of the following repeated phrase occur 11 times in Early Greek epic:

1.epi oinopa ponton (10)
2 epi oinopi pontdi (1)

List of all occurrences (11) =
IL.1.350

IL.2613
L5771
IL.7.88
IL.23.143
OD.1.183
0D.2.421

3. Click the link for OD.2 421
The text for that section of Odyssey is displayed:

| | The Chicago Homer - Google Chrome =R X

[ digital.library.northwestern.edu/homer/html/application.htm
SEARCH BROWSE HELFP CORRECTIONS OPTIONS HOME

THE 1LIAD THE ODYSSEY THEOGONY WORKS AND DAYS SHIELD DF HERAKLES HOMERIC HYMNS

THE ODYSSEY Line RS PREVIOUS

op241s DECeto Trhénoyoc U Proi 82 Frpupviict Ehvcay,
op.2418 near her. They freed the stern cables,

BEgy TESE woi avtoi® Paveec™ Fl%m T ot xafidov 19

op241¢  then went aboard and sat down at the oarlocks.

oD2418

M gicw 5 Picpsvov obpov 1et' 5 Myhokame ABfvn,

op.zs20 Bright-eved Athena sent them a favorable fair wind,

0D.2.420 114

' [164

op24n Baxpaij Zgupov,'d kehadovr' Memi Moivora wovrov. 27

op24n steady West Wind, blustering over the wine-dark sea.

ST 2 | ROR1ss a2, S oo
opa24m TRl ipayoc &' PP tdpocy Pénotpivacty sxéhenoey! TR0

opz422 Telemachus urged his comrades on and bid them

P o 232 18] [da 0 o Ry
on2:3  Gmhov Gnrtecbor [‘J‘[DL & 18 L“D‘l’pl}\-’O\-’TOQ ROoVnGay .~

opz242:  secure the rigging. They heard his urging,

4]

285 ez, &0 o o 26, ¢ 2 287 .
op2424 “igTov &' slihdnivov Fikoting EvtocBe™ pecddung
op.2.42¢ raised the fir mast, set it mside the hollow mast box,

P REsrficay dsipovree, ™ kot 5277 npotévaiow Edncoy,
opz42s tied it down with the forestays,

0D.2.425

op242%  Ehcov F98' Fliorio hevkd™ Y suctpéntoict fosticy
op.2426  and hoisted the white sail with the well-twisted ox-leather halvards.
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Notice that in this passage the phrase is shown with a different number. This is because there
are a larger number of phrases marked on this page, and the numbering automatically restarts
on every page of text. But the link works in just the same way:

M écpaij Zepupov,'™ keradovr' 2xi Moivora movrov. A7

on.2421 steady West Wind, blustering over the wine-dark sea.

0D 2421

To return to the list of passages, click on the link on the number 16.
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