Using the Chicago Homer to Compare and
Investigate Greek Terms

One of the tools available online to help with word studies is the Chicago Homer. This document
provides worked examples of how to compare Greek terms that have similar meanings, and investigate
how and where they are used.

What is the Chicago Homer?

The site describes itself as “a multilingual database that uses the search and display capabilities of
electronic texts to make the distinctive features of Early Greek epic accessible to readers with and
without Greek.”

Texts available are:

o lliad
e Odyssey
e Theogony

e  Works & Days
e  Shield of Herakles
e Homeric Hymns

If you do not know any Greek, or very little, you might find the line-by-line translations useful. Please
note, however, that these translations are under copyright so these notes will cite only very short
passages.

Types of Investigation
Amongst other things, you can use Chicago Homer to:

e Browse for particular passages in a given text: (see pt 1)
e Compare and investigate Greek terms (this guide)

e Track phrases: (see pt 3)

e Carry out searches for related words (see pt 4):

e Perform detailed searches (see pt 5)

Please see the other guides in this series for more details. There is also a video demonstration on Hour
25: http://hour25.heroesx.chs.harvard.edu/?p=9128
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Comparing and Investigating Greek Terms: Summary of Steps
In the Chicago Homer:

Navigate to a passage you are interested in
Select the English translation of the term
Investigate the exact meaning of the Greek terms

R e

. Locate passages that use the term

Comparing and Investigating Greek Terms: Worked Example
If you do not already have the Chicago Homer open, follow this link, then click ENTER:

http://digital.library.northwestern.edu/homer/

1. Select the Browse option, and select Iliad.
2. Type 1 for ‘Book’ and 1 for ‘Line’, then click Retrieve.
The opening lines of Iliad are displayed.
SEARCH BROWSE HELP CORRECTIONS OPTIONS HOME

THE ILIAD THE ODYSSEY THEOGONY WORKS AND DAYS SHIELD OF HERAKLES HOMERIC HYMNS

THE 1LIAD @8 Line: JB PREVIOUS

w11 vy aside Bza MIniniadeo Apiijoc!
11 SING, goddess, the anger of Peleus' son Achilleus

r12 ovkoudvny, § wopi' Ayooic Pékys' FEomie”
.12 and its devastation. which put pains thousandfold upon the Achaians.

13 morhic 8 ipBinove woydce FAS mpotawey?
.13 hurled in their multitudes to the house of Hades strong souls

IL14 MPOGYV, 00ToVE 82 Ehmpto Tebys KUVESTLY
.14 of heroes, but gave their bodies to be the delicate feasting

15 oicvoici 2 Prdot, FUAwT &' steheicto” Bovda,”
.15 of dogs, of all birds, and the will of Zeus was accomplished

Lis 20D &M o TpdTe StacTHIY Epicavie
iL.1.6 since that time when first there stood in division of conflict

L1 Atpeidng te Bivol avSpav® Frai ¥8iog Apdieic 1Y
1.7 Atreus' son the lord of men and brilliant Achilleus.

3. Scroll down to find line 14, then hover the mouse along the line of the English translation. You
will see that certain words are highlighted in red, to indicate that they are active.

- 26 5 a2 27 ¢ rn y o 27
IL1.14 ctsp.pat' L 68’/_(0‘\' EV JEPCV ol 81(1"[[30/-.00 AT[O)J.CO\’OC_

114 1n his hands wound on a staff of gold the ribbons of Apollo

]

4, Click on the word hands in line 14.
A list of Greek terms that have been translated as ‘hand(s)’ is displayed at the right-hand side.
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SEARCH " BROWSE HELP CORRECTIONS OPTIONS HOME

THE ILIAD THE ODYSSEY THEDGONY WORKS AND DAYS SHIELD OF HERAKLES HOMERIC HYMNS

THE I1LIAD @XI8} - LInE: P PREVIOUS

ris Anrode Wrai R A0C vid 1 8 yap Pociidii yohmbsic
r1e Zeus' sonand Leto's, Apollo, who in anger at the king drove

&% - £ 214 - o A .
U'"O)pGS KU.KT'[\-',I" OQAEKOVTO O A0OL,

110 the foul pestilence along the host, and the people perished,

IL.110 vOUGOV (Ve GTPUTOV

L1l olveka TOV XpUoTny HTLOGEY apnTipa
111 since Atreus' son had dishonoured Chryses, priest of Apollo,

L1 Arpsidne 8 yop TR0 F%00c Plam Pufjoc SR Ayardy! TERIE
112 when he came beside the fast ships of the Achaians to ransom

w113 Phucduevéc te Biyorpa oépov Hr Panspeiot’ dmowa, P
i.1.13 back his daughter, carrving gifts bevond count and holding
‘'hands’

LSJ palamé [noun] (28)
LS] cheir [noun] (729)

r11s otéupot FEyov év yepoiv® Féknpdiov Andhimvog®”
114 in his hands wound on a staff of gold the ribbons of Apollo

28)

L115 yPUGEE Gvl GKNTTPE, Kol éhicceto Piadvroc Aymove,
iL.1.15 who strikes from afar, and supplicated all the Achaians,

L1116 Atpeida 8¢ pdiiote Svw, Frocuntope rodv:
115 but above all Atreus' two sons, the marshals of the people:

w117 PP Arpeifm te Fioi FPaddor’™ Fiéikviudeg Ayotof,’
117 'Sons of Atreus and vou other strong-greaved Achaians,

5. From this list we can see that the more frequent Greek term is cheir with 729 occurrences in the
Homeric/Hesiodic works. Look at the Greek in line 14, and notice that the word ygpoiv [chersin]
appears, which is a form of the word ygip [cheir].

w1 Plucdusvic te Bvyorpa oépov Fr Panspeiot’ dmowve,
113 back his daughter, carrving gifts beyond count and holding

'hands'
LSJ palamé [noun] (28)
LST cheir [noun] (729)

r11s otéupot PErov év yepoiv?® FléknBoérov Andihovog”
.11+ in his hands wound on a staff of gold the ribbons of Apollo

6. To find out what the difference is between the two Greek terms, we can look at the dictionary
entries.
Click first on the LSJ link next to cheir:

The ‘Greek Dictionary Headword Search Results’ page in Perseus is displayed in a new tab:
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Greek Dictionary Headword Search Results

Home Collections/Texts Perseus Catalo Research Grants

Your search returned 1 result.

Lemma Dictionaries
Xsip LS1, Middle Liddell, Slater, Autenrieth

7. Select one of the dictionaries. In this example we will look at the definition in Autenrieth.

We can see that the word means hand, fist, hand including the arm, and that it is figuratively

related to strength or violence.

Georg Autenrieth, A Homeric Dictionary

Home Collections/Texts Perseus Catalog Research Grants Open Sourc

Your current position in the text is marked in blue. Click anywhere in the line to jump to another position:

alphabetic
letter:
entry 1
group:
entry: | —————
o Bk xeilr
Greek and Roman Xelo , xe100g, besides the usual forms also dat. xzot, pl. dat.
eterals xetloeoor and yetpzot (Il. 20.468): hand, as flat hand or fist, Od.
12.174; including the arm, Il. 6.81, Od. 1.238; often the pl., esp.
View text chunked 18- as typical of strength, violence, etc., joined with .pévo;, [.%in,
by: dvvaug, Il. 6.502, I1. 12.135, Od. 20.237; xeooiv t& To0lv T&
first letter : entry ral oBével, Il. 20.360; xcioa émibégerv Tivi, xeloag edLévat,
entry

laAewv, xeooiv aonyewv, xeloa Urtegéxetv tuvi, in defence, I1.

4.249; (cig) xeipas ixéoBau, ‘fall into the power,’ Il. 10.448.
Georg Autenrieth. A Homeric Dictionary for Schools and Colleges. New
Table of Contents: vk "Harper and Brothers. 1891.

»
& The National Endowment for the Humanities provided support for entering
»B this text.

8. Back at Chicago Homer, click on the LSJ link next to palamé.

vl October 2014 4



9. Inthe ‘Greek Dictionary Headword Search Results’ page in Perseus, look at the dictionary entry

for maAdun. We can see that this word means palm of the hand, or hand generally.

Georg Autenrieth, A Homeric Dictionary

Home Collections/Texts Perseus Cata Research Grants Open Source

Your current position in the text is marked in blue. Click anywhere in the line to jump to another position:

alphabetic
letter:
entry EE—
group:
entry: |
This text is part of: «n pala!mh
Greek and Roman malapun : palm of the hand, hand.
Materials Georg Autenrieth. A Homeric Dictionary for Schools and Colleges. New
York. Harper and Brothers. 1891.
The National Endowment for the Humanities provided s ort for enterin
View text chunked this texlt “ P Hpp ng
| _by: :

10. Return to the Chicago Homer window.

SEARCH " BROWSE HELP CORRECTIONS OPTIONS HOME

THE ILIAD THE ODYSSEY  THEOGONY  WORKS AND DAYS  SHIELD DF HERAKLES HOMERIC HYMNS
THE I1LIAD (XIS LIne: B PREVIOUS

r1s Anrodg Hiwod M2 A0g viog R 64 yap Pociddi yohoBeic

12 Zeus' son and Leto's, Apollo, who in anger at the king drove

8§

- .. PS03 . in s esneneir
IL.1.10 VOUGOV OvVa CTPUTOV II“COPGS 1'((11'(1’]‘\’,1  drEkovto 02 Aot

110 the foul pestilence along the host, and the people perished,

L1111 olveKa TOV Xpuomv NUUUGEY apnThipd
w111 since Atreus' son had dishonoured Chryses, priest of Apollo,

w112 Atpeidng: 6 yap FIRA6: P00 Plam Pavfjoc Y Ayardyy! TR
112 when he came beside the fast ships of the Achaians to ransom

w113 Plucéusvic te Bvyarpe oépav Fit Fanspeict' dmowa
1113 back his daughter, carrying gifts bevond count and holding

i1 orépuot PEyev v xzpoiv® FéknBolov Andihevoc” Ll;?n:s T
A 5 LSJ palameé [noun] (2
114 in his hands wound on a staff of gold the ribbons of Apollo LSJ cheir [noun] (7129)

¥ g v \ oaa 28 . 5 . 28}
L1115 7pueée Gve GKNTTpe, Kol Ehicosto Findvrag Ayoiote, ™

115 who strikes from afar, and supplicated all the Achaians,
116 Atpeio 82 udiota §vwm, Procurrops hadv R

115 but above all Atreus' two sons, the marshals of the people:

w117 PP ATpeido te Fixcod Fadhor’ Feikvimdee Ayonof 30554
1117 'Sons of Atreus and vou other strong-greaved Achaians,
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We can now look at where these different terms are used.
11. Click on the word palamé itself to search for all occurrences of this word.

The Concordance view displays a list of passages where this word is used:

BROWSE CORRECTIONS OPTIONS

QUERY FORM WORD LIST CONCORDANCE REPETITIONS PREVIOUS

| Search Constraints

|Search Term: [palamé

Displaying 1 to 25 of 28 matches.
IL.1.238 év maAapaug doosovot duxaomdAol, ol te Buotog
IL.1.238 carry it in their hands in state when they administer

IL.3.128 o¥g £Bsv civek’ Emaoyov UTT Agnog matlapawv:
IL.3.128 struggles that they endured for her sake at the hands of the war god.

IL..3.338 sidsto 8" aAkipov £yxog, 6 ol madaundv aorosL
IL.3.338 He took up a strong-shafted spear that fitted his hand's grip.

IL.3.368 1ix6n maAdaundw £twotov, ovd' EBaAov uwv.
IL.3.368 out of my hands on the throw before, and I have not hit him.'

=
n
[Z= [ =]

5.55

IL:5:55

Avdo@V &V maddaun ot katéktabev 0EEL xadka:
fall and are killed under the cutting bronze in the men's hands;

n

IL.5.594 Aong ©' év maAdAun ol teAwoLov £yX0G EVAOUX,
IL.5.594 while Ares made play in his hands with the spear gigantic

12. To view the first line in context, click on the citation link, IL.1.238.

The passage is displayed, and the line number is shown in bold:
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SEARCH "'BROWSE HELP CORRECTIONS OPTIONS HOME

THE ILIAD THE ODYSSEY THEOGONY WORKS AND DAYS SHIELD DF HERAKLES HOMERIC HYMNS
THE ILIAD BOOK: i LINE : Pk RETRIEYE PREVIOUS

L1235 QUGEL, el O TpATA TOUNV v OpeoGt AELOIEY,
11235 branch, now that it has left behind the cut stump in the mountains,

L1236 0vd' avabnincst: mepi yap pa € yarkos Ereye

1236 nor shall it ever blossom again, since the bronze blade stripped
- PO st A cr e 20 2.3 3 ~ 1]2]

L1237 QUALG TE Kol QhoOV: VOV anTé b uwy “oieg Ayoidv

1237 bark and leafage. and now at last the sons of the Achaians

| w128 v wohdpoic gopgovot dikasmélol, ol T OsmoTog
L1238 carry it in their hands in state when they administer

rize mpdg PALdC sipvatar’ 8 8¢ tor Ppéyac Eooetan proc:?

123 the justice of Zeus. And this shall be a great oath before you:

]

w1260 7 Frot Aythddioc” mobn Zeton Poing Ayadn®

w1240 some day longing for Achilleus will come to the sons of the Achaians,

1

w1241 ovpmavras: [Créte 8 ob ol Suvijoeat dypvdusvoc mep

| w1241 all of them. Then stricken at heart though you be, you will be able
L1292 ypoaopsiv. evt v moikoi oo’ M Extopoc vépopdvoro”

w1242 to do nothing, when in their numbers before man-slaughtering Hektor

ri2e Bviioxovies minteot o & MEGobt Bopovt dubdters

w1243 they drop and die. And then you will eat out the heart within you

13. To return to the Concordance list, select the Search tab.
You can continue to look at the other passages if you wish.
14. To redisplay the list of terms, click on the word hands when you have one of the passages open.

You can investigate other Greek term for ‘hand’ if you wish, by clicking on the word cheir.
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