
A quick guide to the Perseus Digital Library: 

Searching for words using the Search Tools 
This document provides a quick guide on how to find a particular Greek word in the 
collections of the Perseus Digital Library, followed by a step-by-step example that you can 
work through for practice.  
 

Quick guide 
In the header on any page of Perseus, below the Search box in the top right corner is a link 
to ‘All Search Options’. 
 
This provides various search possibilities, including: 

 English-to-[Language] Lookup 
Use this to search for an English definition in the Greek dictionaries. 

 Dictionary Entry Lookup  
Use this if you want to search the headwords (lemmas) of the dictionaries. Note that 
you cannot use this method if you enter an inflected form. 
If searching Greek, you need to input the word or word parts in a Beta Code format, 
the guide for which appears towards the top right of the page. 

 Word Study Tool search  
Use this tool if you have a specific word or an exact word form that you want to look 
up. 

 
 
 
 

Step-by-step example 
This example demonstrates how to access the Perseus Search Tools, and how to use three 
of the search options. 

If you already have the Perseus Digital Library website open on any page, you are ready to 
start. 

If you are not already in the Perseus Digital Library, follow this link to start: 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/  

 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/


Accessing the Perseus Search Tools 

Select the ‘All Search Options’ link at the top of the page. 

 
The Perseus Search Tools page is displayed. 

 

  



Searching for a word in the Word Study Tool 

In this example, the search is for a simple set of characters.  

Note:   If you want to search for a word that includes Greek characters that do not 
have an equivalent in English, you need to refer to the table that 
illustrates how to enter the Beta Code. For example the long ‘e’ character 
(ē) in Greek is η and you would type in the letter h. If you wanted an 
accented character, for example ἔ you would need to type the additional 
formatting codes, in this case e)/ to get the smooth breathing and the 
acute accent. 

1. In the Word Study Tool, type lege into the textbox. 
 

 
 

2. Make sure Greek is selected from the drop-down menu. 
3. Click Go. 

A new tab opens and displays the results are displayed: 



 
Notice that this search produces λέγος [legos] and the three entries for λέγω [legō], 
since lege is a potential inflected form for all of them. 
From here you can choose to show a lexicon entry for any of these forms. 

4. Close this tab to return to the Perseus Search Tools. 

  



Searching for a dictionary entry 

1. Back at the Perseus Search Tools window, in the ‘General Search Tools’ section, 
find the third grey bar, ‘Dictionary Entry Lookup’, and click on show  
 

 
The Dictionary Entry search options are displayed: 

 
 

2. Type lege in the box, and select Greek as the language. 

 



3. Click Search. 

 
Notice the result produces λεγεών, because this starts with the Greek characters 
corresponding to lege. 
 

4. Click on the browser’s back button to return to the Perseus Search Tools. 

Looking up Greek words from an English term 

1. From the Perseus Search Tools, in the General Search Tools section, find the 
second grey bar, ‘English-to-[Language] Lookup’ and click on show . 

 
 

2. In the textbox, type anger, and make sure the language is selected as Greek. 

3. Click Search. 
 
A long list is displayed showing different words for anger in Greek, both as 
nouns and verbs. 
 
These results are from all the Greek texts in the Perseus Digital Library. 
 
You can click on any of the individual words to display the Word Study Tool 
entry for that word, or on the number of occurrences to display the list of 
works. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=legew%2Fn&la=greek&can=legew%2Fn0


Notice that the largest number of occurrences is for μῆνις  

 

 


