A quick guide to the Perseus Digital Library:
Investigating words with the Word Study Tool

This document provides a quick guide on how use the Word Study Tool to investigate
dictionary entries and find where words are used in works in the collections of the Perseus
Digital Library, followed by a step-by-step example that you can work through for practice.

Quick guide
Each Greek word in the texts is hyperlinked to the Word Study Tool, which provides

potential definitions and elaboration information about the morphology of the specific
form of that word.

To access the information, click the word, and the Word Study Tool opens in a new tab.
This provides:

e potential lemmas (lemma = dictionary form, or base form).

e possible morphology of that form.

e asimple definition.

e links to different dictionaries with full lexicon entries.

e word frequency statistics with links to search results that show where else the word
is used within the same text, and ‘more statistics’ to find it in other works.

Step-by-step example
This example demonstrates how to investigate words using the functions in the Word
Study Tool.

If you do not already have the first page of the Iliad displayed, follow this link to start:
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0133%3Abook%3D1%3Acard%3D1

Finding the basic information for a word in the Word Study Tool
Click on the second word, de1de.
The Greek Word Study Tool opens in a new tab.

In the Word Information box, it shows the dictionary form (lemma) at the top, in this
case 6.€idw, and the possible forms below (morphology section).


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0133%3Abook%3D1%3Acard%3D1
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Aeidow Il.Parv..
(Show lexicon entry in LS] Middle Liddell Slater Autenrieth) {search)

aesibe verb 3rd sg imperf ind act epic doric ionic aeclic ne user vetes 28.1% [vote]
azdet  verb 2nd sg pres imperat act epic ionic 5 user votes 71.9% [vote]

1T This form has been sselacted using statistical methods a5 the most likely one in this context. It may or may not be the
cerrect form. (More info)

Word Frequency Statistics (more statistics)

Words in Corpus Max Max/10k Min Min/ 10k Corpus Name
111,862 24 2.146 7 0.626 Homer, Iliad

Notice the following information:

e In this case, there are two possible forms of the verb that are spelt the same way in
Greek. The most likely form is highlighted in pink.

e The basic morphology information such as the part of speech, or if it is singular or
plural, which might help in deciphering a passage. In this example it is a verb,
second person (“you”), singular, present imperative (command), active, which
would mean “Sing!”

e Simple definitions are collected by an automated process, and are sometimes
unclear (as in this example). You can look at a dictionary entry to give a more exact
definition.

o Below the lemma there are links to each dictionary (lexicon) entry:

» LSJ (Liddell, Scott, and Jones), which is the most detailed

» Middle Liddell, which is useful if you want a general definition or range of
meanings

» Slater which is focused on terms used in Pindar’s works

» Autenrieth which is focused on terms used in the Homeric works.

Showing and reading a lexicon entry
Select the LSJ link.

aElbow
(Show lexicon entry in LS] Middle Liddell Slater Autenrieth) {search)

The lexicon entry for agidm is displayed.



dzidew , Ion. and poet. form used by Hom., Pi., and sometimes in Trag. and Com. (even in trim.,
A Ag.16, E.Fr.188; intetram., Cratin. 305), also in Ion. Prose; contr. adw (also Anacr.45, Theoc.),
Trag., PL, ete.: impf.

A. [select] “fedov™ Od., Ep. “deibov” IL, ete.; Trag. and Att. “féov” E.Ale.761, Th.2.21: fut.
“dieiooucn” 0d.22.352, Thgn.943, but “doouwc” h.Hom.6.2, 32.19, Thgn.243, and alwaysin Att.
(doeig, qoovow in Ar. Pax1297, PLLg.666d are corrupt); rarely in act. form asiow, Sapph. 11,
Thgn.4, Ar.Lvs.1243 (Lacon.), and late Poets, as Nonn.D.13.47 (in E.HF681 aczidcw is restored by
Elmsl.); still more rarely doc, Babr. 12.13, Men.Rh.p.3815., Him.Or.1.6; Dor. “dgostpal”
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Theoc.3.38, “aod” Id.1.145: aor. “fjzioa” Call.Epigr.23.4, Opp.C.3.1, Ep. dswoa ["] Od.21.411;
“asioov” E.Tr.513 (lyr.); “deioate” Ar.Th.115 (Iyr.); “fjoa” Ar.Nu. 1371, PLTi.21b:—Med., aor.
aswoaunv (in act. sense) PMag.Lond. 47.43, imper. “aciozo” h.Hom.17.1 (nisi leg. asiozo):—Pass.,
“aeidouat” PL, Hdt.: poet. impf. “asideto” Pi: aor. fjoBnv, v. infr. 11.1: pf. "fouad” PLCom.69.11.
(afeibew, of. avdn), VOiw.) [a”: but a_ metri gr. Od. 17.519, h.Hom.12.1, 27.1, ILParv..1, Thgn.4,
Theoc.7.41, ete.]:— sing, I1.1.604, etc.: hence of all kinds of vocal sounds, crow as cocks,
PlLSmp..223c; hoot as owls, Arat.1000; croak as frogs, Arist. Mir.835b3, Thphr.Sign.3.5, etc.; ol
TéTTryes xaudBev doovtal Stes. ap.Arist. Rh.1412a23:—of other sounds, fivang, of the bow-string,
0d.21.411; whistle, of the wind through a tree, Mosch.Fr.1.8; ring, of a stone when struck,
Theoc.7.26:—prov., mgiv veviknkéval adewv 'fo erow too soon’, PLTht.164c.—Constr.:—d. twvi sing
to one, Od.22.346; also, vie with one in singing, Theoe.8.6; d. mpog avAov fj Abgav sing to . .,
Arist.Pr..918a23; "o’ avAois” Plu.2.41c:—asioas . . xaigeww Anuoxdén, poet. for sima,
Epigr.Gr.237.7 (Smyrna).
I1. [select] trans.,
1. [select] c. ace. rei, sing of, chant, “pwiviv aade” I1.1.1; “nounova” 1.473; wlea
dovbpdiv, véotov, 9.189, 0d.1.326; “tov Bowdtiov vouov” S.Fr.066: c. gen. (sc.
uédog), sing an air of . ., “@guviyov” Ar.V.260, cf. 1225: abs., d. audl tivos fo sing in
one's praise, 0d.8.266; “audi tiva” Terp.2, cf. ETr.513; “sig tiva” Ar.Lys. 1243:
later, simply = xal<iv, Ael.NA3.28:—Pass., of songs, fo be sung, Hdt.4.35; “ta
AsxBévta kol aogvta” PLLy.205e; doua ks aoBév, opp. Adyog kaldg onBeis,
X.Cyr.3.3.55; dbetan Adyog the story runs, Ph.1.189.

2. [select] of persons, places, etc., sing, praise, celebrate, B.6.6, ete.:—Pass., dsldeto
Boalauc fjowas is celebrated as the nurse of heroes, Pi.P.8.25, cf. 5.24.

3. [select] Pass., to be filled with song, “asioeto mav tépevos . . Bakiong”
PiQ.10(11).76.

There is a lot of information here:

e The initial portion provides various forms of the word as attested in the
literature, including abbreviations of the authors and works.

e The base meaning is given after the em dash :——

(afeidew, of. addn, Hdw.) [a: but a_ metri gr. Od. 17.519, h.Hom.12.1, 27.1, ILParv..1, Thgn.4,
Theoc.7.41, ete.]:— sing, I1.1.604, etc.: hence of all kinds of vocal sounds, erow as cocks,

PLSmp..223¢c; hoot as owls, Arat.1000; croak as frogs, Arist. Mir.835b3, Thphr. Sign.3.5, etc.; ol

o First level (usually capital letters) are different/distinct uses.
e Second level (usually roman numerals) are differences in meaning,

o Third level (arabic numerals, maybe lower case letters) are specific shades of
meaning and particular instances of use in context.



Finding where else the word is used

1.

In the main Word Information box, look at the Word Frequency Statistics:

Aasldow Il.Parv..
{Show lexicon entry in LS] Middle Liddell Slater Autenrieth) (search)

azwbz werb 3rd sg imperf ind act epic doric ionic aeolic ne user votes 28.1% [vote]
azbet  werb 2nd sg pres imperat act epic ionic 5 user votes 71.9% [vote]

T This form has been selected using statistical methods as the most likely one in this context. It may or may not be the
cerrect form. (More infa)

Weord Frequency Statistics (more statistics)

Words in Corpus Max Max/ 10k Min Min/10k Corpus Name
111,862 24 2.146 i 0.626 Homer, Iliad

In this example, the statistics are for Iliad because you came to the entry from Iliad.
Notice that the verb @gidm occurs in all its forms between 7 and 24 times in this
work.

Click the number 24 under Max.
A new tab opens with the Search Results for the word. The first instance of the word
is displayed, highlighted, with the surrounding text.

Notice that in the grey band, More(11) indicates that the word occurs in 11 sections
within Iliad.

Search Results

e\

Home Collections/Texts Perseus Catalog Research Grants Open Source Abou

Currently searching the following texts in Greek:

* Homer, Iliad
Showing 1 - 1 of 1 document results in Greek.

Homer, Iliad More(11)
(Greek) (English, ed. Samuel Butler) (English)

book 1, card 1: pfviv 88188 Bed MnAniadzsw AxAfoc olhopevny, /i pupi’ Axaiolc dhys'




3. Click the More(11) link to expand the list.

Currently searching the following texts in Greek:
» Homer, Iliad
Showing 1 - 1 of 1 document results in Greek.

Homer, Ifiad Less
{Greek) (English, ed. Samuel Butler) {(English)

book 1, card 1: pfviv @26 B2 NnAniadsom AxiAfoc ouhopsvny, i pupi’ Axaiolc Ghys

book 1, card 458: ... : of & navnugpiol poAnf Bedv IAACKOVTO KaAdy BEIBOVTES Nnaifova kKolpol Axaiiy HEANOVTEG
fkaspyov: & B8 ppeva

book 1, card 568: ... popHIyyoc nepiarAsog fiv £ AndAhlwv, Mouodawy B af Gaidov apsifopsval onl kakfi. auTéap
£nel kaTEAU Aapnpov

book 2, card 581: ... oTe0TO vip s0xopevoc viknospsy & nep v auTal Moloar geidoiey Kolpal AGC aiyidyon: ai a8
xohwodapeval nnpov BEoav

book 8, card 335: ... énoAsgnoouoav an’ oupavoBev npoiakhev. =l yap éyi Tads BE évi ppeol neukakipnow =0TE
v gl Aidao nuhapTao

book 9, card 162: ... nohv HeTiwvog 6Aeooag: TA & ye Bupdwv ETepnev, @aBe &' dpa khéa avdpiv. NMaTpokhog B2 ol
ofog évavTiog AoTo aiwnf, Béypsvog Alakidny onéTe AfEaiev BEiBwV, Tk B¢ BaTnv NpoTipw, AysiTo &2 diog
Oduooslg

book 10, card 168: ... Toic & dua Mnpidvng kai NeoTopoc ayhadc uide figav: auTol yap kaisov cupunTiaacBal.
Tdppov & écfiafavTec OpuKTAV

book 13, card 295: ... : ToTol Mnpidvnc T kai 1Gopsvelc ayol avipiv figay ¢ nolspov kKekopuBpsvor aBom
¥akkd. Tov kal Mnpiavng

book 17, card 491: ... Tolm & &ua Xpopiog T kKal ApnToc Beosidng figay aupoTepol: paha &2 ooy EAneTo Bupog
alTw TE

book 18, card 561: ... ndig popuryyl Aiyein Ipepoey KIBApICE, Aivov & Ond kakdv GRIGE AenTakén powvi: Tol &8
pricoovTeg GuapTh poAnf

book 22, card 267: ... kal KeMB qpihou pepvhAoop’ éTaipou. vov & &y’ @eidovTeg nairova kolpol Axaiwy vnuaiv Em
yhapupfo vewpeBa, Tovde

4. Click on the ‘book/card’ heading to be taken to that section of text.
In this example, click book 9, card 162. That section of the text is displayed.
Scroll down and notice that two forms of the word are highlighted:
Gede in line 189, and égidwv in line 191:

¥hbook 9
lines 1-49 s . L ,
I'"Eﬁ e 0 Patv magd Biva moAvdAoicfolo Baddaoomg
ines 30-88 . R ; L, .
S moAAX naA ebyousve yaunoxw evvooryaic
lines 114-161 onibiceg memiBelv peyadoc dogvac Alaxidao.
[Fozs LEZ-232 Muguidoverw & gmi T xAolag kol vijag ikéobny, 185
lines 205-243 B ef L. , L Avei
v 1 T - 1 T aatd -
inoe 244-285 Tov & ebpov dofva TepmopEvov GoguryyL Aryein)
- ’ 3 L 2 k. - L *
lines 286-327 xaAr) boubader), €mi b agyosov Cuyov nev,
lines 328-373 v aget €€ évagwv oA Hetiwvog 0Aéooag:
lines 374-418 N 6 ve Bouov Etspmiev, AEwE & doo kAo dovboov
lines 417-452 oy HOV £t o - N ) 150
s soE—rmy [TatgorAog e ol olog Evavtiog NoTo o),
lines 452-537 beyusvog Alaxidnv omots Anfeev asiday,
lin== 538-580 T D& PATV TIQOTEQW, T{yElTo bE dlog Ddvooss,
lines 581-515 e e L e \ .
A otdv b mooot alrtoio: tadav & avogovosv AyAAsg
lines GESFF. v oLV doguryyL Aty £bog EvBa Banoosv.
F ook 10 g & abtewg [atgokAos, enel ide datag, avaot). 195
P book 11 Too Kol dereviuevog moooedn) mobac anwig AxtAAsDc
P boolk 12 . . ¥ 4 s o c ¥ . .
. xopeTov: 1) didol dvbpes kdveTov 1) TL uada Yo,
book 13 , -, | Y, ;o
ol poL oxvlousve mep Axodv Sldtatol fotov.
Fhook 14 H C’ u ' 2 ax B

Close the Search Results tab to return to the Word Study Tool tab.



Finding the word in other works
In the Word Study Tool tab:
To display the frequency across all the works in the Perseus Digital Library, click the
‘more statistics’ link .
A list is displayed showing where else the word occurs.

In the case of agido in all its forms, there is a long list:

Word frequency information for @=idw

X

Home Collections/Texts Perseus Catalo Grants Open Source
Click on a column heading to sort by that field
Words in Max Max/10k Min Minf10k Corpus Name
Corpus
395409 o7 1.427 14 0.351 Cassius Dio Cocceianus, Historize Romanae
211666 i} 0.096 i} 0.086 Polybius, Histories
305870 g 0.254 g 0.294  Flavius Josephus, Antiquitates Judaicae
298102 =3 2.986 75 2.516 Aristides, Aelius, Oraticnes
288825 &6 0.208 4 0.128 Strabo, Geography
284417 = 0.105 = 0.105 Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Antiquitates Romanae, Bocks I-XX
279736 130 4.647 100 3.575 Athenaeus, Deipnosophistas
265445 124 4.671 94 3.541 Athenseus, The Deipnosophists
224591 1 0.045 1 0.045 Procopius, de Bellis
218450 80 3.662 &4 2.93 Pausanias, Description of Greece
192194 = 0.156 e} 0.156 Diodorus Siculus, Library
184547 o7 5.245 5 0.27 Herodotus, The Histories
1775900 18 1.012 18 1.012 Dio Chrysostom, Oraticnes
150172 40 2.664 4 0.266 Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War
146389 = 0.205 e} 0.205 Basil, Saint, Bishop of Caesarea, Epistulas
1277832 3 0.3632 S 0.262 New Testament
121554 5 0.411 1 0.082 Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, Books I-V
116527 1 0.08s 1 0.086 Appian, The Civil Wars
112327 3 0.267 3 0.267 Isocrates, Speeches
111862 24 2.145 7 0.626 Homer, Iliad
110982 132 1.171 ] 0.811 Dicgenes Laertius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers
105765 4 0.278 u} 0  Appian, The Foreign Wars
104806 31 2.958 23 2.385 Plato, Laws
103320 44 4,259 42 4,065 Aelian, De Matura Animalium
99674 &8 0.602 2 0.201 Eusebius of Caesarea, Historia ecclesiastica
88388 135 1.697 7 0.792 Plate, Republic
871835 &0 6.882 26 2.982 Homer, Odyssey
83898 24 4,053 24 4.052  Philostratus the Athenian, Vita Apcllonii
803456 21 2.614 11 1.269 Epictetus, Works
79307 1 0.126 1 0.126 Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, Books XWIII-XX
792593 i8 2.27 4 0.504 Xenophon, Cyropaadia
78707 2 0.254 2 0.254 Arrian, Anabasis
78666 4 0.508 o 0 Hippocrates, Oeuvres Completes D'Hippocrata.
78103 k] 0.284 1 0.128 Plate, Cratylus, Theaetetus, Sophist, Statesman
75633 21 2.777 i9 2.512 Plutarch, Quaestiones Convivales
70422 4 0.568 4 0.562 Demosthenes, Speeches 11-20

68518 = 1.214 7 1.022 Plato, Parmenides, Philebus, Symposium, Phaedrus

You can click on any of the titles to go directly to the work, or on the statistic in the
Max column to display the list of lines in which the word appears in that work.



